
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 8, 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

It is with profound sadness that I write today to let you know we have lost a member of Knights Nation. Special 

Education teacher Marianne Manning died Friday night from injuries suffered in an automobile accident.  

 

Ms. Manning was a beloved member of our North County High School family. She taught at our school since 2008 

and was key part of our special education program. Her compassion for and dedication to our students was endless, 

and her love for our school and her colleagues here was immense. 

 

In addition to her teaching duties, Ms. Manning coached our unified tennis, bowling, and bocce teams. She was 

also instrumental in spearheading our Thanksgiving and Christmas sharing programs. Her presence – and her smile 

– will be deeply missed by us all. We have been in contact with Ms. Manning’s family to offer whatever supports 

we can provide to them.  

 

Students were informed about Ms. Manning’s passing today. Counselors and school psychologists were available at 

our school today for any student or staff member who had a need to talk about their feelings. We will continue to 

have those resources available for as long as necessary.  

 

Arrangements for Ms. Manning are incomplete at this time. When they are finalized, we will have that information 

in the office. Please call the school if you desire to have it. If your child wishes to attend any services, we strongly 

encourage you to accompany him or her. If the funeral is scheduled during school hours, students who wish to 

attend will need parental permission to be released from school. 

 

I encourage you to talk openly with your child about this sad event, and to help them understand that it’s OK not to 

have answers to every question. Children learn how to deal with grief by watching adults deal with grief. Please do 

not be afraid to express your emotions in front of your children. Healthy outlets of emotions can be a valuable 

lesson for them. Additional resources to assist you and your child can be found at www.aacps.org/crisisresources in 

the “Dealing with Grief” section near the bottom of the page.  

 

Death is never an easy thing with which to cope, but when it comes so suddenly, it is even more difficult. We have, 

unfortunately, had to rally around each other in similar circumstances before. Together, I am confident we will help 

each other and Ms. Manning’s family get through these difficult times. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if we can be of assistance. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

Eric Jefferson 

Principal 

EJ/bm 

http://www.aacps.org/crisisresources

